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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
07/10/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

This office action is responsive to amendments filed on 07/10/2008 in which applicant 
amends claims 1, 3, 7-10, 12, 13, 15, 19-31, 33, 34, 38-44, 46, 47, 51, 52, 55 and 56, 
adds new claims 57 and 58 and responds to claim rejections. Claims 1-58 are pending. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. For the sake of brevity, the deficiencies of 
claim 1 will be discussed, however it should be understood that the same deficiencies 
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are also found in other independent claims and inherited by claims dependent 
therefrom. The claims require the "predetermined modifier being independent of said 
winning symbol combination," however there is no support in the instant specification 
that explicitly states that the predetermined modifiers are independent of the wining 
symbol combinations. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Thomas et al. (US 6,190, 255 B1 ) in view of Barrie (US 5,833,537). 

The discussion of Thomas with respect to the claims as presented in the 
previous office action dated 03/19/2008 is incorporated herein. 

Regarding claims 1,13, 25, 38, 51 , 52, 55 and 56, Thomas fails to teach the 
amended limitations of providing players with predetermined modifiers associated with 
wagered-on paylines wherein the outcome is based on said predetermined modifier. In 
a related patent, Barrie also teaches methods and apparatus drawn towards casino slot 
machines. Barrie more specifically teaches the use of predetermined modifiers 
associated with paylines in the form of payline multipliers shown in figure 4 and the 
detailed description thereof. These payline multipliers merely multiply the result of the 
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associated symbol combination and can therefore be said to be independent of the 
symbol combination. 

Regarding newly added claims 57 and 58, the prior art fails to teach the 
limitations of the gaming device operating on a network and the network being the 
internet. However, as previous stated in the rejections of claims 35, 36, 48, 53 and 54 
(incorporated herein), operation of gaming devices such as the one taught by Thomas 
through an internet network is notoriously old and well known in the art. One would be 
motivated to do so because operation of the game on a network allows for operators to 
monitor the activity of the game. Therefore it would be been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of invention to operate the game of Thomas on a network. 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-58 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAT T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2178. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert E. Pezzuto can be reached on (571)272-6996. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John M Hotaling II/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714 

Dat Nguyen 



